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The  Ministry  and  Candidates  for  the 

Ministry 

A  Letter  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Controlling  Synods 

Dear  Brother  :  Some  months  since  I  sent  you  a  bulletin,  in 
which  I  presented  to  you  the  fact  that  there  had  been  a  relative 
decline  in  the  number  of  ministerial  candidates  in  your  Synod, 
during  the  last  decade.  I  am  sure  that  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  there  is  nothing  more  fundamental  in  the  life  of  the  church 
than  the  production  of  a  sufficient  number  of  well  equipped, 
spiritual,  and  devoted  candidates  for  the  ministry,  who  shall  do 
the  work  of  carrying  to  larger  issues  the  service  and  the  min- 
istry of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  there  has  been  within  the  past  year  or  two,  as  shown  by 
the  facts  and  figures  published  in  the  minutes  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  in  possession  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Education,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  candidates  in  your  part 
of  the  church,  but  this  increase  still  leaves  your  Synod  in  the 
rear,  as  it  has  not  a  sufficient  number  of  candidates  to  do  the 
work  which  I  am  sure  you  will  feel  that  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  expects  of  you.  I,  therefore,  beg  that  you  will  consider 
the  following  points  : 

1st.  The  duty  of  personal,  fervent,  and  continual  prayer  that 
the  Head  of  the  church  will  see  fit  to  call  into  the  ministry  of 
the  gospel,  through  His  Spirit,  an  increasing  number  of  our 
brightest  and  most  talented  young  men,  who  shall  give  their 
lives  in  the  spirit  of  consecration  to  this  most  exalted  form  of 
Christian  service.  The  laborers  are  few  while  the  harvest 
plentiful,  and  the  blessed  results  of  earnest  prayer  in  this  mat- 
ter have  been  signalized  in  the  experience  of  more  than  one 
pastor,  who  has  testified  to  this  fact  before  the  church. 

2d.  May  I  ask  that  you  will  make  prominent  in  your  public 
prayers  as  a  pastor  in  the  pulpit  while  leading  the  devotions  of 
God's  people  the  great  matter  that  I  am  now  presenting  to  your 
attention.  If  all  of  our  ministers  in  their  prayers  on  the  Sab- 
bath day  would  lead  their  people  to  intercede  with  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church,  for  the  gift  of  increasing  numbers  of 
faithful  ministers,  I  think  that  this  cause  could  be  laid  upon  the 
hearts  of  God's  people  in  a  way  that  would  result  in  the  desired 
increase. 


3d.  I  beg  that  you  will  preach  upon  this  subject,  making 
prominent,  of  course,  the  great  truth  that  only  the  Holy  Spirit 
can  call  into  the  gospel  ministry  those  whom  He  has  chosen 
for  this  form  of  service,  but  it  would  be  well  to  present  the 
claims  of  the  gospel  ministry  in  a  sermon,  and  also  to  impress 
upon  parents  the  privilege  of  consecrating  their  sons  to  the 
ministry,  if  God  should  decide  to  call  them.  The  trials  and  the 
glory  of  the  ministry  as  contrasted  with  each  other  may  well 
be  presented ;  and  the  privilege  and  the  honor  which  would 
come  to  the  individual  church  if  a  considerable  number  of  its 
sons  should  hear  God's  call  and  enter  upon  the  proclamation 
of  the  gospel  as  their  life  work — all  of  these  are  themes  which 
could  legitimately  be  presented  from  the  pulpit  by  the  minister 
to  his  people. 

4th.  May  I  beg  you  to  present  to  your  session  this  matter  so 
that  they  together  with  you  shall  feel  resting  upon  them  the 
responsibility  of  prayer  and  of  seeking  from  the  Great  Head 
of  the  church  that  He  through  His  Spirit  shall  call  out  of  your 
church  some  young  man  whom  he  selects  as  fitted  for  this  form 
of  service  for  Him.  More  than  one  godly  layman  has  been 
much  used  in  this  matter  in  different  sections  of  our  church. 
There  have  been  those  who  have  been  notably  used  of  God's 
Spirit  in  wisely  and  tactfully  presenting  the  claims  of  the 
ministry  to  those  whom  God  has  called  to  become  able  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel. 

5th.  May  I  ask  that  you  will  present  the  call  as  occasion  may 
present  to  particular  individuals  in  your  congregation  and 
among  your  acquaintances.  While  emphasizing  always,  of 
course,  the  great  truth,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  alone  can  qualify 
and  fit  for  this  service,  yet  it  is  the  evident  duty  of  our  young 
men  to  present  themselves  before  their  Lord,  and  ask  of  Him 
what  He  would  have  them  to  do,  and  seek  through  His  Spirit 
to  hear  the  decision  that  He  may  make  for  them.  It  is  wise 
in  many  cases  for  the  pastor,  while  not  urging  his  young  men 
to  enter  the  ministry,  to  seek  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  such 
relations  to  their  Lord  and  Saviour  that  they  will  seek  to  have 
His  will  revealed  to  them,  and  if  His  decision  is  that  the  gospel 
ministry  is  offered  to  them  as  their  most  useful  form  of  service, 
to  enter  upon  it  willingly  and  loyally  as  His  servants. 

6th.  May  I  ask  that  you  will  inquire  whether  your  church  is 
developing  the  number  of  candidates  which  it  legitimately  might 
produce.     I  know  one  church,  located  in  one  of  the  great  cen- 


ters  of  Southern  industrial  life,  which,  because  it  had  a  succes- 
sion of  pastors  who  prayed  and  preached  and  talked  upon  this 
subject,  and  secured  the  co-operation  of  their  session,  and 
enlisted  the  interest  of  parents,  developed  ten  candidates  for 
the  ministry,  all  of  whom  are  now  successfully  serving  as 
preachers  of  the  Word,  and  many  another  church,  in  its  own 
measure,  might  follow  this  example  and  present  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church  the  young  men  whom  He  might  call,  and 
who  would  be  fitted  for  this  form  of  service,  under  His  guid- 
ance and  direction. 

7th.  Perhaps,  I  might  venture  to  suggest  that  a  Presbyterial 
campaign  on  this  subject  might  be  helpful,  in  which  quite  a 
number  of  ministers  who  are  interested  might  speak  on  the 
subject  of  the  increase  of  candidates  and  the  call  of  the  min- 
istry, at  your  next  Presbyterial  meeting,  might  emphasize  the 
decline  in  your  Synod  during  the  last  twenty  years,  with  the 
promise  of  increase  within  the  last  year  or  two,  and  might 
enlist  the  interest  of  all  their  brethren  in  preaching  on  this  sub- 
ject in  their  own  pulpits ;  and  perhaps  a  certain  number  of  min- 
isters might  be  appointed  who  should  be  charged  with  the  duty 
of  presenting  this  subject  to  the  various  churches  of  the  Pres- 
bytery in  order  that  the  claims  of  the  ministry,  its  rewards,  the 
duty  of  its  support,  the  privilege  of  parents  in  consecrating 
their  children  to  the  ministry,  the  honor  and  spirituality  of  the 
church  as  indicated  in  its  production  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry,  and  the  claims  of  the  gospel  ministry  upon  the 
choicest  youth  of  the  church, — might  all  be  presented  with  all 
the  emphasis  possible  to  the  various  churches.  I  ask  you 
whether  in  your  own  church  and  in  your  Presbytery  you  may 
not  be  used  in  conducting  a  campaign  of  this  sort.  The  plans 
I  would  not  dare  even  to  suggest,  but  using  your  own  wisdom, 
under  God's  guidance,  after  consulting  with  brethren,  per- 
haps, it  would  be  wise  to  have  such  a  plan  adopted  and  prose- 
cuted in  your  particular  part  of  the  church. 

Praying  God's  blessing  upon  you  in  your  own  work  and  upon 
your  Presbytery  in  its  service  for  the  kingdom,  and  trusting 
that  your  heart  will  be  cheered  by  this  sign  of  spirituality  in 
your  church,  namely :  the  offering  of  some  of  your  choicest 
youth  for  the  ministry  of  the  Word  of  God,  under  the  call  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  I  remain. 

Faithfully  your  brother, 

Thornton  Whaling. 


